Factors related to emergency commitment of chronic mentally ill patients who are substance abusers.
A total of 247 chronic mentally ill patients committed for emergency involuntary hospitalization in a public intensive treatment unit were grouped on the basis of positive or negative urine toxicology screens for psychoactive substances at admission. Patients whose screens were positive for substance abuse were more likely to live alone or to be homeless, to be committed for making threats, and to have a diagnosis of organic mental disorder or substance abuse disorder. Patients who screened negative were more likely to live in a supervised setting, to be committed for actions such as assaults and suicidal behavior, and to have a diagnosis of schizophrenia or other psychotic disorder.